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the hospital’s opening in 2003, patients, staff, 
and families have all relied on Rev. Trego for 
loving, spiritual guidance. 

Rev. Trego began his service at St. Luke’s 
The Woodlands Hospital with four volunteers 
as part of his pastoral care team. Today those 
same individuals have been joined by 19 other 
spiritual caregivers. St. Luke’s volunteer chap-
lains come from all faiths and are available to 
all patients, employees, doctors, nurses, and 
visitors 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

In 2004, Rev. Trego, began what has be-
come known as the ‘‘feelie heart’’ ministry. In-
spired by another’s story, the Reverend en-
couraged his team to make small fabric hearts 
to give to those who needed encouragement. 
With love, the team initially made 50 hearts to 
give away. To date, nearly 30,000 hearts have 
been hand made by volunteers, organizations 
and even the families of prior patients. The 
hearts have become so important to patients 
that those having surgery have their feelie 
heart pinned to the underside of their gurney 
for reassurance. 

This week Rev. Trego is retiring, but not be-
fore performing his last Blessing of the Hands 
ceremony on Tuesday, March 25. Annually, 
the Reverend has offered this ceremonial 
washing, drying, and anointing of hands in 
service to others. Over 2,000 individuals have 
participated in these ceremonies that serve as 
a reminder of God’s healing power and com-
passion. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
celebrating this special day. 

It can’t be overstated what a tremendously 
important part of the fabric of St. Luke’s The 
Woodlands Hospital that Rev. Trego has be-
come. He truly embodies St. Luke’s motto of 
‘‘Faithful, Loving Care.’’ As the St. Luke’s fam-
ily honors him this week and receive their 
Blessings from him, they reflect on how they 
have been blessed by this man’s faith, com-
passion, and dedication. Bless you, Rev. 
Trego. Your retirement is well earned. 
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Timmy Ritter 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Timmy Ritter is 
a 7th grader at Drake Middle School and re-
ceived this award because his determination 
and hard work have allowed him to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Timmy Rit-
ter is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Timmy Ritter for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 
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Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Private First Class Leonard Kravitz, 
who gave his life during the Korean War in an 
extraordinary act of heroism and post-
humously received the Medal of Honor on 
March 18, 2014. PFC Leonard Kravitz fought 
valiantly to protect our country and rightfully 
deserves our recognition and admiration. 

I am proud to represent a district that is 
home to such a large number of veterans, and 
I feel tremendous gratitude to the heroes of 
World War II, Korea, Vietnam, and to the new 
generation of veterans from the Gulf War, 
Iraq, and Afghanistan. My father, Bernard 
Deutch, volunteered to fight in World War II as 
a teenager where he earned a Purple Heart at 
the Battle of the Bulge. It was his example of 
service to our nation that motivated me to 
serve in Congress. 

PFC Leonard Kravitz sacrificed himself for 
his platoon when he took over a machine gun, 
fired into an ambush of Communist forces, 
and stayed behind so that his fellow soldiers 
could withdraw safely. He received the Distin-
guished Service Cross for his sacrifice. PFC 
Leonard Kravitz was also recommended for 
the Medal of Honor, but he never received it 
due to widespread prejudice in the military 
against Jewish and other minority 
servicemembers. His childhood friend, Mitch 
Libman, a resident of South Florida, worked 
tirelessly for decades to ensure that the coura-
geous sacrifice of his dear friend would not go 
unnoticed. This heartfelt act of advocacy led to 
the National Defense Authorization Act of 
2002 and H.R. 3304, a bill that I introduced, 
which ensures the recognition of all soldiers 
who never received the Medals of Honor they 
deserved. 

In this era of partisan vitriol and gridlock in 
Washington, our leaders can always look to 
veterans as an example of how individuals 
from all walks of life can put their differences 
aside in order to accomplish great things. PFC 
Leonard Kravitz has finally been recognized 
as the hero he is, and his friend Mitch Libman 
reminds us of the duty we all have to ensure 
that no soldier becomes a forgotten hero. I 
urge every citizen of this great country to live 
by their examples. 
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Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise, along 
with the other co-chairs of the Congressional 
Taiwan Caucus—Representative MARIO DIAZ- 
BALART, Representative ALBIO SIRES, and 
Representative JOHN CARTER—to recognize 
the service of Taiwan’s chief diplomat to the 
United States, Representative Pu-tsung King. 
During his tenure in our nation’s capital, Rep-
resentative King was an invaluable resource 

and dear friend to the Taiwan Caucus. We 
congratulate him on his next assignment as 
Secretary General of National Security Council 
for the Republic of China on Taiwan. 

Representative King earned a Ph.D. in jour-
nalism from the University of Texas at Austin 
and a Master of Arts in Communications from 
Texas Tech University. During his recent ten-
ure, Representative King worked to resume 
negotiations for the Trade and Investment 
Framework Agreement (TIFA), turning a new 
page in trade relations between Taiwan and 
the United States. He and his team also 
worked toward passage of a bill which called 
for Taiwan to be granted observer status in 
the International Civil Aviation Organization. 
President Obama signed the bill into law in 
July 2013. 

As co-chairs of the Taiwan Caucus, we 
would like to take this opportunity to com-
memorate the upcoming 35th anniversary of 
the enactment of the Taiwan Relations Act 
(TRA). The legislation established direct rela-
tions between Washington, DC, and Taipei. 
The 35th anniversary represents an important 
milestone in our long-standing relationship 
with Taiwan, serving as the foundation for our 
bilateral economic, security, and trade rela-
tions. 

In closing, we congratulate Representative 
King and on his successful tenure as Taiwan’s 
top diplomat in the United States. We look for-
ward to working with him in his new capacity 
and to his enduring friendship. 
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Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great admiration that I rise to recognize 
the Northwest Immigrant Rights Project 
(NWIRP) on thirty years of fighting for the 
rights of immigrants and refugees in my home 
state of Washington. With four offices through-
out the state, the Northwest Immigrant Rights 
Project has protected the well-being of tens of 
thousands of immigrants throughout its history. 

The Northwest Immigrant Rights Project 
was founded in 1984 as a non-profit legal 
services organization serving Central Amer-
ican refugees. Since that time, it has ex-
panded to serve individuals and families from 
more than 100 countries around the world, 
and added educational and public policy work 
to its efforts. This level of excellence can be 
seen in NWIRP’s innovative weekly legal clin-
ics on the Deferred Action Program, which 
have been a vital resource for immigrant youth 
in our state. 

Our nation needs more advocates for the 
rights of immigrants and refugees, and I am 
proud that an organization in Washington state 
is setting such a fine example. I am confident 
that the Northwest Immigrant Rights Project 
will be a strong voice on these issues for 
many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to commend the North-
west Immigrant Rights Project on a fantastic 
thirty years. Their work is of incredible value 
and I wish them well in the future. 
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